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South  Burial  Ground 


The  South  Burial  Ground  was  opened  in  1810  on  city-owned 
land  to  alleviate  overcrowded  conditions  in  the  older  Boston  grave- 
yards. The  burial  ground  was  first  called  the  "Neck  Burying  Ground" 
due  to  its  location  on  the  narrow  strip  of  marshland,  Roxbury  Neck, 
which  connected  the  peninsula  of  Boston  to  the  mainland.  The  burial 
ground  is  located  on  Washington  Street  in  the  South  End,  and  is  bounded 
by  East  Newton,  East  Concord  and  James  Streets.  A  single  entrance  leads 
into  the  burial  ground  from  Washington  Street;  at  one  time,  there  was 
another  directly  opposite,  from  James  Street.  The  original  configura- 
tion of  the  ground  was  a  square  bisected  by  two  pathways,  with  twenty 
free-standing  tombs  arranged  in  groups  of  five  (see  map).  In  1827,  the 
town  of  Boston  began  to  construct  granite  tombs  around  the  perimeter 
of  the  burial  ground,  starting  at  the  northeast  corner.  By  1839,  146 
tombs  had  been  built  which  enclosed  the  ground  on  all  four  sides.  These 
tombs,  along  with  the  twenty  tombs  within  the  burial  ground,  were  sold 
by  the  city  to  private  individuals. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  burial  ground's  history,  hanged  pirates 
and  criminals  were  buried  in  unmarked  graves  at  this  site  on  Roxbury  Neck, 
as  the  gallows  were  located  near  the  eastern  edge  of  the  ground.  However, 
the  majority  of  those  interred  in  the  South  Burial  Ground,  from  its  offi- 
cial opening  in  1810  to  its  discontinuation  in  1866,  were  members  of  the 
respectable  working  class  who  paid  a  small  fee  to  the  city  for  a  gravesite. 
Although  burials  were  recorded  by  the  city,  the  exact  location  was  not, 
and  expensive  gravestones  were  seldom  used  to  mark  gravesites  for  family 
use  over  a  twenty-year  period.  Only  a  handful  have  survived  to  this  day. 
Also,  the  marshy  land  within  the  burial  ground  was  filled  and  graded 
several  times  over  the  years,  which  permitted  interments  in  successive 
layers,  but  undoubtedly  buried  many  grave  markers.  Grave  interments  ended 
in  1835.  The  city  performed  a  final  filling  and  grading  in  1837  (perhaps 


the  symmetrical  design  dates  from  this  period) .  Interments  continued  in 
the  privately-owned  tombs  for  about  thirty  years.  According  to  the  testi- 
mony of  a  city  official  in  1883,  approximately  4,610  bodies  had  been 
buried  in  graves  prior  to  18*31,  and  6,480  bodies  had  been  interred  in 
the  tombs.  If  correct,  this  estimate  means  over  11,000  are  buried  in  the 
earth  or  tombs  within  this  nineteenth-century  burial  ground. 

In  1856,  the  construction  of  James  Street  displaced  a  row  of  city- 
owned  paupers'  tombs;  the  contents  were  removed  and  reburied  on  Deer  Island. 
These  tombs  had  been  built  by  the  city  in  1842  outside  the  burial  ground 
walls  for  those  interred  at  the  city's  expense.  In  1859,  Mr.  George  H. 
Davis  began  purchasing  the  odd-numbered  tombs,  those  lining  the  northeastern 
side  of  the  burial  ground,  to  obtain  a  passageway  behind  the  Hallett  &  Davis 
piano  factory,  which  abutted  the  burial  ground  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Franklin  House.  Mr.  Davis  completed  his  acquisition  of  all  these  tombs  by 
1867,  whereupon  the  piano  factory  burned  and  its  falling  walls  damaged  the 
tombs.  The  site  was  sold  to  a  Mr.  Ballou,  who  constructed  the  short-lived 
St  James  Hotel  in  1868.  There  are  no  records  to  show  that  any  of  the  tombs' 
contents  were  ever  removed,  and,  while  constructing  the  hotel,  workers  could 
not  avoid  digging  up  bones,  which  were  "carted  away  with  no  more  respect  or 
reverence  than  is  shown  to  creatures  who  are  not  human."  Mr.  Ballou  later 
bought  and  removed  the  last  remaining  odd-numbered  tombs,  up  to  number  145, 
to  extend  a  wing  of  the  hotel  to  the  James  Street  gate.  Probably  deservedly, 
the  hotel  failed  soon  after  its  construction,  and  the  New  England  Conservatory 
of  Music  bought  the  property  in  1882.  The  following  year,  the  Conservatory 
attempted  to  buy  another  100  x  110  foot  portion  of  the  burial  ground  to 
build  an  addition,  but,  this  time,  a  Special  Committee  of  the  Common  Council 
investigated,  and  the  city  denied  the  Conservatory's  purchase.  Among  the 
comments  elicited  by  the  controversy  at  that  time  was  the  description  of  the 
burial  ground  as  "neglected"  and  "desolate",  "an   eyesore". 

The  most  recent  City  Engineer's  map  (1898)  shows  how  much  land  has 
been  nibbled  away  from  the  South  Burial  Ground  over  the  years.  The  once- 
square  lot  is  now  L-shaped,  indicating  that  nearly  half  of  the  original  site 
has  been  acquired  by  abuttors. 


-2- 


The  terms  concerned  residents  used  one  hundred  years  ago  to 
describe  the  burial  ground  are  equally  appropriate  today.  From  the 
sidewalk,  it  is  difficult  for  the  casual  passer-by  to  identify  this 
burial  ground  as  anything  but  a  weed-choked  vacant  lot.  Tall  granite- 
block  walls  surround  the  ground,  creating  a  fortress-like  barrier.  The 
single  entrance,  once  guarded  by  the  iron  gates  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  is  now  blocked  by  a  bent  and  padlocked  chain-link  gate,  which 
holds  a  faded  sign  with  some  sketchy  historical  information.  On  view 
through  the  gate,  especially  during  summer  months,  is  a  tangle  of  tall 
weeds  and  trash.  On  the  positive  side,  the  site  includes  a  few  excep- 
tionally nice  trees. 

There  are  only  a  dozen  grave  markers  and  eight  free-standing 
tombs  or  memorial  monuments  extant.  Several  have  disappeared  since  the 
1898  city  map  was  done.  The  gravestones  are  nearly  all  in  good  shape, 
although  several  are  broken  or  tilted  and  should  be  reset.  The  tombs 
are  badly  overgrown  and  all  suffer  from  structural  or  settling  problems. 
Of  the  146  original  granite  wall  tombs  surrounding  the  burial  ground, 
only  those  numbered  3  through  38,  and  the  even-numbered  tombs  40  through 
146  still  exist  for  a  total  of  89  wall  tombs.  The  most  obvious  and  urgent 
need  at  the  South  Burial  Ground  is  emergency  reconstruction  of  the  col- 
lapsed granite  wall  facing  East  Concord  Street.  Many  of  the  interior- 
facing  walls  also  need  repair  to  avoid  further  deterioration.  Specifically, 
the  tombs  numbered  17  and  18,  46  and  58,  and  64  through  78  exhibit  the 
worst  structural  damage  -  collapse  of  the  granite  slabs  which  comprise 
the  supporting  roofs  and  walls  of  the  tombs.  One-hundred-year-old  remains 
can  be  seen  inside  some  of  the  collapsing  tombs.  These  wall  tombs,  along 
with  the  free-standing  tombs,  need  general   shoring-up  or  repair. 

A  restoration  plan  for  the  South  Burial  Ground  should  include 
three  goals;  first,  immediate  stabilization  and  repair  of  the  granite  wall; 
secondly,  a  regular  schedule  of  maintenance  to  include  mowing,  trash  pick- 
up, ree  pruning,  graffiti  removal  (on  the  James  Street  side),  and  careful 
trimming  around  the  tombs  and  grave  markers;  and,  finally,  a  determination 
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of  the  burial  ground's  role  in  the  neighborhood.  The  area  appears  to 
be  in  transition,  with  elements  of  both  renewal  and  decay:  a  vacant 
but  garden-cultivated  lot  across  Washington  Street  versus  one  not  so 
well-kept  adjacent  to  the  burial  ground,  the  abutting  Franklin  House 
building  and  two  large  parks  nearby  appear  well-maintained,  while  a 
condemned  brick  building  sits  boarded  up  on  the  other  side  of  the 
burial  ground. 

Some  questions  to  answer  - 

With  the  two  parks  close  by,  should  the  burial  ground 
serve  the  same  function,  after  repair  and  stabilization,  as  an  urban 
green  space  open  to  the  public? 

Or,  should  the  burial  ground  be  a  historic  site,  restored 
to  approximate  its  nineteenth  century  appearance  and  visited  by  appoint- 
ment only?  Or  during  specified  hours?  Should  there  be  interpretive  guides? 

Should  a  restoration  project  include  infrastructure  im- 
provements, such  as  pathways,  lighting  fixtures,  and  benches? 

Again,  the  most  important  task  to  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible  is 
the  repair  of  the  granite  wall.  Then,  initiation  of  a  program  of  frequent 
maintenance,  and  decision-making  about  the  extent  of  restoration  within 
the  burial  ground  can  take  place. 
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M&fc  <T*~  OAjOsA/Y^^ 


Stone: 


broken  V__  '    ^V ,, 

crackedT^  h^MAT/^kpJ/J  Si  o 

spalled "  V^JU- 

sunken 

tilted 

good 

repaired 

other  C^>Jp>og_^ 

Carving:    illegible  \/_  bo  ^T^ 

poor 

fair  iX 

good 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD  INVENTORY-  GRAVESTONE 

^0  U  ~H^\      Burying  Ground       Row Sec.  U-  /#  /& 

Date  Recorded  (g-lS-?H 
Date  Photo 


'last  '  '  first 


middle 


Orientation  VV    H_2jL  w  /5^  D  /Jg      Footstone  HAMJL^ 


Probate:  Signed: 


; 


,te  -0^ 


INSCRIPTION:  MATERIAL:      Slat 

^_  Granite   i/' 


Marble 
Other 


Primary:    winged  skull 

Mrs.   MM  tier  :lT'Cace- 


ICONOGRAPHY: 


variant_ 
urn/willow 


fj-  urn/wiiiow  

&      0\-  other  ijjA&ltM  QtAuU^-r*. 

Secondary:  hourglass_  0 


/    _A    ~t-v  -77     1      -  bones/skeleton 

°'/r-     PcKandcLmie^  COffin 

I  1  -        /  1  tools 

VhD      diLd     IUoV.    5    Jg£/  other 


/9-Ct       36,.  Border_aZ__Finial 

blessed    ere  #e ^al  C0NDITI0N: 

l/i                 n             u  — 7  Stone:             broken   V  -fUY) 

WJT^y  JJLAhL     I  cracked             ' 


spalled_ 
sunken 
tilted_ 
good 


repaired^ 
other 


photo  Carving:    illegible. 

poor 


fair   y^~" 
good 


fl 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD  INVENTORY-  OTHER 

<Sq  (J  ~}^V\  Burying  Ground       Row Sec,  /t  /#  I  03 

Date  Recorded  Q>  -  /5-W 
Date  Photo 

NAML  Wh  bl  )lR ^T  

last  first  middle 

Orientation    SvJ     U_Sl!t  L H  5^?    D 

Probate:  Signed: 


153 
J"  Whcder 


Ovovvt 


INSCRIPTION:  MATERIAL:  S^fr        <j]-K^w^ 

Base     teuLpku 
Other  


ICONOGRAPHY:       < 

Crest: Plaque:_ 


Description:  t<s^a^  x/va^x^^yfr&jeYv..' 


CONDITION: 


Slab:      broken 

cracked_ 
spalled_ 
good 


repaired 

Other  /)A  ^-yyJcJL.x^J 


Base:      broken 

hwkj         cracked_ 

good 

repaired_ 
other 


photo  Carving:    illegible_ 

poor 


fair_ 
good 


CO^MAJU^    UP  f4&,  p&V^flv^  ^7^ 


l? 


OA 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD  INVENTORY-  OTHER 


Burying  Ground  Row Sec.    O   /if    f_w 

Date   Recorded       fcjj^M" 
Date  Photo 


NAME      Love&ii^r \Jcf£y\\ 

last  first 

Orientation       &       W  bT       L   gl"    H    (/\"     D 


middle 


Probate: 

Signed: 

INSCRIPTION: 

MATERIAL: 

Slab   J**^ 

Base 

Other  hm^Wl  iKson'O-  k»( 

O^^FH  Lc5v£R)jA<r 

ICONOGRAPHY: 

Crest: 
Descriptic 

Plaque: 

>n :    O  WX&L. 

CONDITION: 

Slab: 

broken 

cracked 

spalled 

good 

repaired 

other 

Base: 

broken 

cracked 

good      ,  , 

•                       • 

repaired  V  (+if  COiCAVfr 
other       ' 

photo 

Carving: 

illegible 
poor 
fair   v/' 

•             • 

good 

n 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD  INVENTORY-  OTHER 


Burying  Ground       Row Sec.  £>  /#  (*¥& 

Date  Recorded  (?ll5/&4 
Date  Photo  ' 


NAME 


last  first  middle 


Orientation  \lfi       W      L      H      D 


Probate:  Signed: 

INSCRIPTION:  MATERIAL:      sSrtr-   *v*-«uH©(a- 


^A*  Base-    Wvfrfc _       p 

£      f        Ml>ln       M^-tiii     /    »   r^  °  Other    W^y*****- W>Se  W 

TrnMnr.RAPHY-       -  '   0 


ICONOGRAPHY: 


£>A*       4  7",  I         "76w  i    v  Crest: Plaque: 

A/tO'-\  \     l      ^>ru*.  L        /I      CO    £f^vrX  

- —  Description:         ^L-      ^SVzJLsJ^ 


CONDITION: 

-S±H"b:  broken_ 
cracked 
spalled 
good 


Base:      broken_ 
cracked 


repaired  Wvpc-V^g-k.yfi 
other     dx-pcite)  buJUv 


good  <9,k-.   Cgn^clgtnV^ 

repaired  ^ 


:pa 
other 


photo  Carving:    illegible  ^ 

poor 


fair_ 
good_ 


50 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD  INVENTORY-  OTHER 


\s^j^ 


Burying  Ground 


b, 


NAME 


last 


iXjTTPfrJ 


Row Sec.    ISJI     i^P       . 

Date   Recorded      (n  //'p/ffi/ 
Date   Photo  '      '      / 


&= 


1 


Orientation  <^ 
Probate: 


INSCRIPTION: 

150. 


photo 


first 


middle 


H_ 

Signed: 


MATERIAL: 


ICONOGRAPHY: 


Crest: 


Slab 
Base 


*w* 


u; 


k. 


Other  t^j^ch—  "brvv^J  tfltk*-' 


Ml 

Plaque:_ 


Description : 


CONDITION: 
-Sla£: 


broken 

cracked_ 
spalled_ 
good 


Base: 


repaired 

other  <g?u>i"(L*\  3j 

broken 


cracked_ 
good 


repaired 
other 


Carving: 


illegible 

poor ./ 

fair    / 
good 


re 


ai 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD  INVENTORY-  OTHER 


1MJ 


Burying  Ground 


Row Sec.  _JL_/#_[£L_ 

Date  Recorded  fc>|i«;)fo^ 
Date  Photo 


NAME 


last 


Orientation 
Probate: 


INSCRIPTION: 


first 


middle 


H&  L  IIS  H  ^   D 


Signed: 
MATERIAL: 

ICONOGRAPHY: 
Crest: 


-^- Other  oovix*^   ^  6s^u^-e^ 


Plaque: 


Description: 


photo 


CONDITION: 
-Stab: 


Carving: 


broken 

cracked 

spa lied 

good 

repaired  uJ  J  Cx^oce^S^ 
other       I 


broken 

cracked_ 
good 


repaired 

other  j>^j 


illegible_ 
poor_ 
fair_ 
good_ 


^f^r 


QsjOyr^^n^ 


s; 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD  INVENTORY-  OTHER 


_^6\A_k 


Burying  Ground       Row Sec.  f\  /If    \j^ 

Date  Recorded   bjb'l1^ 


Date  Photo 


NAME 


last 


first 


middle 


Orientation    Q   W 1/ H D_ 


Probate: 
INSCRIPTION: 


Signed: 


MATERIAL: 


fo^A-Bas£_ 

^JOther 


^yiCJy.-b  \jJo&k 


gpX  k   1c*k  -  1&  W  <  H??  H    ICONOGRAPHY: 


Crest: 


Plaque: 


K>fc>^-a— 


Description: 


photo 


CONDITION: 
_SfcT57 


broken_ 
cracked 
spalled 
good 


Base: 
Carving: 


repaired 
other 

broken 

cracked_ 
good 


repaired_ 
other 


illegible_ 

poor 

fair 

good 


&*~ciU-6 


£.<\A 


*3 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD  INVENTORY-  ggggttSTONg" 


IN-- 


Burying  Ground 


Row Sec.  C-/lt     \^& 

Date  Recorded   b/cri-g,^ 
Date  Photo 


NAME 


last 

Orientation  <*W 

Probate: 


first 


nddle 


H  /0      W  \0l     D  ^Zf\  Footstone_ 


Signed : 


INSCRIPTION: 


Wc^Wtuu&ze  ffynti 


MATERIAL: 


Slate 


ICONOGRAPHY: 


Primary 


Granite     foxAiCc 

Marble 

Other  ^^-V-^t^U^Ja 


winged  skull_ 

winged  face 

variant 


urn/willow_ 
other 


Secondary:  hourglass_ 


Border 


CONDITION: 


Stone: 


bones /skeleton_ 

coffin 

tools 

other 


Finial 


hdr  ' 


-TOO 

broken 

cracked_ 
spalled_ 

sunken 

tilted_ 
good 


V*l 


CT^^v. 


^4 


repaired  ^tyU^  u)J  6(ryiCyej-e 
other  ! 


photo 


Carving: 


illegible 

poor 

fair    \7~ 
good 


&ve,Y*Sn7^J*\ 


W 


BOSTON  GRAVEYARD   INVENTORY-  OTHER 


Burying  Ground 


Row 

Sec. 

w# 

* 

Date 

Recor 

ied 

Date 

Photo 

NAME 


last                   first  middle 

Orientation  WJ   W  (of  L H  ft)      D 

Probate:  Signed: 

INSCRIPTION:                 MATERIAL:  &Lfe   V?r^^zforft-g--^ 


:  loo  -wufc 


< 


ICONOGRAPHY: 

Crest: Plaque: 


33      4\CJiAfofc  Description:        fWftgtOucL.  €yJo(fl^. 


CONDITION: 


«Si^D~i  broken 

cracked_ 
spalled_ 
good_ 


fcWr 


tfsV 


repaired    IgyftjflLg 
other 


1 


-Base:  broken 

cracked_ 
good 


repaired 


photo  Carving: 


other    ^/TY^CiW-s  [  SJctw-jpiV< 
illegible  g  \       <-> 


poor \X 

fair 

good 


